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/ Iris now become manifeſt to the world, that there have exiſted, 
at all paſt periods of time, in reſpect of the general welfare and 
happineſs of this country, and of mankind,” an univerſal and pro» 
found ignorance, alſo, either a total want of public ability, or a to» 
tal want of its exerciſe, to promote and accompliſh thoſe important 
Intereſts ; and farther, in alEgoveraments a conſummate ſyſtem of 
* _ and corruption, moſt hoſtile and fatal to the general wel- 
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But it appears fully as conſpicuous, and is equally certain, from 
the advancement of knowledge, and the progreſs of a more enligh- 


tened civilization, that not only thoſe fatal and deſtructive enemies 


of public welfarꝑ and private happineſs, above enumerated, may 
readlily and eaſily be removed, or deſtroyed, but in their place an 


iMuſtrious and pleaſing æra, with permanent effect, may be eſta - 
bliſhed, wherein public welfare, private happineſs, and uni- 
verſal peace, may, for the benefit of future ages, and the preſent 


age, be infinitely advanced bgygnd any expectations hitherto en- 


tertained, and be brought to their higheſt acme and maturation. 


More n 

That the finances of this kingdom and empire may * fully re- 
dreſſed, and jts burthens effeftua}ly exoperated, and this ipa mpn- 
ner not deceptious in any wiſe; That the oppreſſive grievances of 
tythes may be wholly removed. That the laws of the land, and 
the practice and execution of them, may be rendered a moſt ineſ. 
timable and complete public bleſſing, unaccompanied with their 
preſent evils and curſes, which fully counterbalance all the ſeveral 
ſervices and advantages of the former. That a public educa- 
tion may be explored and effected, which will make man adequate 
in his abilities of mind, and in goodneſs and virtue of heart, to the 
exigencies of his ſublunary ſtation, and reſcue him from the ſe- 
vere edicts, reſtraints of various kinds, and different criminal pu- 
niſhments, which are in this country, with great rigour, impo 
Span his preſenttights, proceedings, and tranſgrofligns< - That's 
govermnent, which is imple, wholly conſanant with-hberty, and 
4ree from all corruption, and which'ean be fupparted at a cheap and 
moderate expence, . may readily be eſtahliſhad. That proviſions 
a he rendered cheap arid: pbentiful. That, while every oo - 
dort and enjayment de ſirable in: their lat of life may reddily-be 
Þracured- for the poor: of the land; the preſam great empenae of 
ſupporting 'theopoor. may yet bs; ſh regulpted; ac 0 femain ny 
Per Ps and rr : and that all public means 

1 __ wanting 


DR O94): been 
wanting to ſooch and heal, whether the extrinfic and adventitions, or 
the natural ſeverities of the human cdndition, and to leſſen effettus 
_ n eee 1 as "_ and e I 


h „That al the 2 "man and 1 . of he 
kingdom, and of different parts of the empire, may effectually be 
accompliſhed, the means being numerous and plentiful, and much 
more than ſufficient for effecting them, and all other important 
public purpoſes, when the finances are ſet right. Thus too, that 
all arts and ſciences may effectually be encouraged and patroniſed, 


adyanced.and camplejed, and whatever uſeful knowledge is wants | 


ech be aſcertained, on brought forwards, and every where diffu - 
fed and introduced for the general welfare and happineſs: and 


_ > thys the cultivation and extenſion of the arts of peace and im - 


provement; and of commerce, may be carried to infinitely greater 
lengths than have ever before the preſent time been imagined or 
thought, of. That there is na neceffity for the unvariable ſucceſs 
ſion, of wars; which, unceaſingly and perpetually haraſs this and 
other countries, when the adjudication and declaration of them 


are placed in uncorrupted, honourable, and humane agencies; . 


but that by this means a general harmony and univerſal peace may 
+ be. eſtabliſhed among all nations, as among natural brethren, which 
will impoſe a final period upon the ferocious ravages of war, and 
infinitely, extend and Lav hs Population and 1 | | 


That the profeffon of religion may ready be redreſſed and 11 
right, and any differences of opinion, dividing it, conducted with 
perfect harmony and mutual good-will and regard to the great ad. 
N x temporal and ſpiritual, of this country, and the whole 
world. That medicine, in its ſeveral branches, may be rendered 
of infioitely greater affſtance, and be extended as 4 moſt ineſtl- 
mable public bleffing That all grievanees and barthens may he 
telieved and removed: and that not only all things wrong may be 
redreſſed without injuring any individual; but that, at che fame 
time, all public agents and fervants, as the clergy, officers of w. 
foldiers, ſailors, collectors of public revenue, officers under go- 
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verhment, &. may, in various reſpects, be more amply tlian 


they are at preſent provided for, and be ſupported in a manner 
adequate to their oſſices and ſerviees. That thus, and in all other 
neceſſary reſpects, this country, all ſtations, and all ſpecies of 


men, and ſociety in general through every quarter of the world, 
may by human benevolence, ingenuity, induſtry, andactive exertions, 
be enabled to enjoy tliat proſperous and happy ſtate, which' God 


intended for man on earth : for the end replete with all thoſe bleſ· 
fings, and the great and in valuable objects which it propoſes; have 


only not been eſtabliſhed and maintained from the ignorance, from 


the want of public ability, and from the treachery and corruption 
of the different governments of paſt and preſent times, which, in- 
ſtead of extending and affording to man, as intended by God, the 
different bleſſings of liberty, public welfare, private happineſs, 
and general peace, have effectually undermined and deſtroyed 


theſe, and eſtabliſhed in their place a miſerable and corrupt ſtate 
of human life and ſociety, as fatal to thoſe intereſts, as horrid and 
dueteſtable in the eyes both of God and of every candid inquirer« | 
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That to. beſos 8 an æra fraughit with ſuch i 8 afid | 
numerous public bleflings and advantages, a Society to be called 
the Univerſal, or by any other more proper name, ſliall be eſta - 


bliſhed in the metropolis, correſponding; connected, and co-ope- 


rating with which fimilar Societies ſhall be eſtabliſhed every where, 
or in ſufficient number, through the kingdom and empire; and 


chat in Ireland, as a fiſter kingdom, a principal Society, with pro- 


per ſubordinate ones, ſhould be attempted to be eſtabliſhed ; and 
when eſtabliſhed, connected with that of the metropolis. For as 


| all the great views and objects, enumerated under the ſecond head 


of this propoſal can only be effected, when taken together and 


comprehended under one deſign, ſo a general concurrence and co- 


ms muſt be the alt effectual means of . | 
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The deſign finally adopted and approved of by the Univerfal 
Society for its eſtabliſhment may perhaps be adopted, as a proper 
form for their eſtabliſhment, by the ſimilar Societies, inſtituted 
with the ſame views, in the country, proper requiſite variations being 
made according to circumſtances; but where the Societies are 
likely to be multitudinous, the form of the Societies lately eſta · 
bliſhed at Sheffield may be preferable, at leaſt be adopted; as an 
_ uſeful and neceſſary addition,-which'confiſt each of ſmall numbers 
of EY and ge cnc” 4 nnn two” Ow * 


That the Vateirad | Society: ſhall, at its Mk inſtitution, more 
particularly attend to the general extenſion, diffuſion, arid commu- 
nication of its important views and purpoſes; yet that, notwith- 
ftanding, it ſhall from the firſt endeavour to cultivate and being 
forward all the peculiar objects and defigns of its eſtabliſhment; 
ſo far as its means and reſources and infant ſtate will permit. 


Therefore that an eſtabliſhment of the Society ſhall commence 
at firſt in ſuch form and manner as. it can afford, with a place of 
meeting, and with the appointment of a Secretary and other ne- 
ceſſary Officers, Afterwards a place proper for its permanent 


continuance, and. for the reception of communications, uſeful 
machines, c. which may be ſent to it, ſhall be provided. Alſo 


afterwards, and as explained under No. I. p. 13, of Dr. Edwards: 
Vniverſal Society, proper perſons of ſufficient capacities, deſtined. 
ſolely for the cultivation and acquirement of uſeful and important 


knowledge, and all other means, condueive to the end of the eſta - 
bliſhment, ſhall be brought forwards in the Society, as can be afforded 


and * W by the means and A the Om ; 


Conſiſtent, nevertheleſs, with the PRES Rh jul" and. as 
may be practicable in the infant ſtate of the Society, that in che 


mean time proper papers and communications, and debates on 


tha ſhall be iS, aecerdipg: to Heads II. III. and IV. p. 24, 
e 


| tern 
15. ad 16 f Df. Edwards! Univerſal Society, in obdbe- to an- 
ſwer the views of the Society, and to promote public bee 
private happineſs, by a practical ſciontiſia cultivation and e 
fon of eee Fame aun import hrs. 
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di 8 the. 8 Setter himſelf (for ke 
knows the proper papers and information, can readily be produced) 
all the prafticable means of, advancing the public welfare, private 
happineſs, and general peace, according to the views of the So- 
ciety, will, in ſhort papers read before them, and in ſubſequent. 
debates and propoſals of improvement upon the ſubjects of thoſe, 
papers, be fully brought before the Society, be underſtood by all 


its Members in an adequate manner, and throw illumined luſtre 


over the preſent darkneſs and ignorance of the intereſta of man in 
ſociety. Thus an univerſal knowledge of civilization will 

where be propagated, and no longer be reſerved to grace and 3 
tinguiſh a few great characters long fince. dead, fuch as our 158 
n the * Czar, and * Wuſtrious eee Kd 
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Proper means, be exerted by the Univerſal Society of the metropolis 


in the ſupport and extenſion of its illuſtrious cauſe, views, and de · 


ſigns, ſo that they may be carrie into effect in the happieſt and 


the moſt complete manner. But that all ſupport of any party, as 


truly mean and dirty work, ſhalt be wholly ſeparated: from the So» 


eiety: and, although the Society ſhalt proceed with à proper d 
ſpeed, force, and firmneſs in its intentions, yet it ſhall no more 
be too rapid or too earneſt, than too remiſs and languid iii its pro- 
dceedings ; and the ſociety ſfrall not adopt more, yet not leſs deal 


and ardour, than the intereſts of truth, and a ſincere defire to ſerve 
the a of er, 1 phe 
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+: Therefore, that bers ſhall * WET abe ha ee and 
eentioue on the part of the Society and its Members to actuate 
c in favour of cheir great, 


noble 


1 


noble;,apd important views and.deſigns ; and.they-hall, ſo doing 
take every proper means. to. merit their confidence and applauſe. 
Therefore the deſign of the Univerſal; Society, and, other Societies 
cquneted with it on fimilar views, ſhall. be .circutated and made 
known every where, and all ſimilar Societies invited to jain and 


combine with it. Therefore it will be a prineiꝑal obje& to inform 
and enlighten the country in reſpect of the views and deſigns of 

the Univerſal Society, as their proceedings are founded on the ge- 

nuine means of promoting public welfare, private happineſs, and 

general peace : hence the publication of its tranſactions, and the 

publication of its ſentiments i in light periodical works, or in the 

way of news, propaſed p. 16, No. V. of Dr. Edwards Univerſal” 
Society, ſhould be attended to, as well as all other means of in: 

fotming the people upon the ſubject, more particularly tho aſſiſt· 

ance, which may be derived from the active exertions of men of | 
ww dae abilities, | be Jae brought f forwards, 


Alſo, the Society mould make a proper 0 N 
ods wherein they fhould ſet forth the views and purpoſes of their 
inſtitution; ſhould ſhew the purity of their intentions, and that 
they are bound to the people, and cannot deceive them; ſhould 
y exhort people to join them, and to depend: on themſelves, 
and not on even their King alone, who, in a very long reign, has 
| produced not one good and great extenſive and univerfal public 
deſign of hamanity, but is at the head of an executive govern- 
ment fraught with a radical ſyſtem af corruption; and they 
ſnould exhort them to inſtitute Societies of a ſimilar nature, which, 
| however ſmall at fir, yet always will be reſpectable od honour- 

ed, mn ET Society. , f 


'In concluding this head, it may be end that while os 
le zeal and ardour are attempted by the. Society to be inſtilled 
© Into the minds of the public in general, in favour of the views 
of the Univerſal Society, the members of it will exert à fimilar 
activity and induſtry to that, which they recommend to others; 
nf leaſt that they will. give up one my in the Darin to promote 


6620 


the Sane: of their country and the intereſts of humanity, upon 
the views of the Univerſal Society, while they are thus ſerving 
themſelves in the moſt eſſential manner, are enlightening: in them 
ſelves the general ignorance of the intereſts of mankind,” and are, 
at the ſame time, diſcharging a _— whey merges to wack 
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| | Tbat 2s | adequate funds as. can ng 8 mall be provided 
| for carrying the purpoſes of the Society into effect. See here. 
|. the means propoſed, . page 1 7, under the Sixth Head of, Dr. Ed- 


1 wards- Univerſal Society, which refers to ſmall annual, cubſerip- 

| tions, and to voluntary contributions of larger ſums. Nor gan 

1 there be any doubt of procuring a reſpectable Fund, as the ſeveral 

| | Societies propoſed would be numerous, and their views common 

and general; whence they would, on many occaſions, contribute 

to the main cauſe, i in ſupport of which OUR are n n 
wi;hout * dildo. | nie Sly wth bloc inn 


A leſs Fund N is ad N would be fully adequate 
to the purpoſes propoſed ; for the Societies certainly would, in in no 
long ſpace of time, compel Government to apply the public money 
for the purpoſes of advancing the national, imereſis and improve - 
wents, inſtead of diffuſing with it one maſs of corruption over 
the whole empire, and ſpreading, by its means, a general torrent 
of bloodſhed over all the world. Conſiderable bequeſts and do» 
n nations may be expeſted from well-wiſhers to the cane, of the | 
If ee EI 
1 pF 0 5 Jr anon at 
on Farther as in ED. of the nd may Mt hes in | 
| 1 the ſecond, 'ninth, tenth, and eighteenth. * * he: n and | 
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mind into each other, as viſitors, and as fellow niembers, for 
the time. Farther; delegates from the different Societies ſhould 


be appointed as frequently, as may be adviſable or neceſſary; to 


meet together, confer upon, and advance the different views of 


the Society. A certain number of members, choſen from all the 
other Societies, ſhould be joined with the principal Univerſal 


Society, at the recommendation of theſe, and be conſidered as 


aſſociated members. The members of the Conſtitutwnal Society, 
which purſue ſimilar views, but in a much lets extent, ſhould, it 
is the opinion of the propoſer, be joined, as members of the 
Univerſal, Society, upon an annual ſubſcription, df 58, a year, for 


the payment of the trouble of ſummons; for the union and co- 
operation of the two Societies, on particular occaſions, would be 
ſerviceable to the cauſe, and it would be an hardſhip for the for- 
mer to join the Univerſal Society, and pay its full ſubſeription, = 
when. they ſupport. a fimilar Society, inſtituted for the-ſame pur- 


; poſes. In like manner, country members ſhould x Pay, who join the 
Univerſal Society. at ponent, an, afterwards, become members of 


"Tj b will I to 0 erde ocal ſlate and condi · 5 


tion of public proſperity, and private happineſs, in the different 
parts of the kingdom and empire, as an object, which has never 
yet intereſted the Government of this or any other country, and 
will, in ednſequence, endeavour to explore aud accompliſli all 
public ſervices aud i improvement: 

the ſeveral inhabitants of ſuch parts. Proceeding on this view, 
the Society will, for their e and for bo. their 


which may be locally uſeful to Th 


* 


qe) 


purpoſe the better, arrange the kingdom into 'ploper and ſuitable 
diviſions, in the form of diſtrifts, or other forms, and procure 
from each of theſe proper ſtatements of their wants, condition, &c. 
and how theſe may be redreſſed and rectiſied; and how, in 
Deneral, "the inhabitants of thoſe -diftviſts- may be ſerved. Theſe - 
ſtatemeuts ought to be ꝓtocured by reſidents in thoſe diſtricts, or 
their neighbourhood, as well as by ocedfional-agents, or perſons 
oommiſſioned by the Society. This attention will intereſt the 
country univerſally in the views and objects af the Society, While 
A ſufficient number of the inhabitants, in all quarters and parts:of 
the Wee will TEENY TIO the . W 
W dns 51 
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; 7 Gai ho ei ihe ahi 4 Rees -antf pft Ute 
Pen Soclsty, "ind carry them into fotce, nb tumült, ur hat 
3s Kalled rebellion, vill be necelary'; for mite Tulfy MIGHT 
and ilightenel he people, whith wolfld be a primary objekt, it 
_ wilt only be ieceffiry*to &ftabliſh' a body of adequate Fepreſenta- 
„ vos Of. the people,” uniiguencell ther by the ern, or tlie no- 
lich, bing 8 lifters; platemen, Eo. ftung among them, 
Act withoitt corruption, who thould uſſemble ard colffitter7 in 
a rational manner, what are the proper intereſts of tis cb]try 
and mankind, and determine upon effectual meaſures. for accom- 
pliſhing thoſe intereſts, and act for no other end, and in no other 
manner, than is beſt calculated for promoting the cauſe of public 


\ 


Welfare, private, happineſs, and univerſal Peace. It may be. pre- 55 


— Iumgd, that the. people, ſeeing the great neceſſity. of adequate 
repreſentatives, like men, feeling warmly the firſt imprefions of 
the genuine, privciples of liberty, and of the intereſts of huma- 
nity, to which hithertq they haye been rangers, will,” in a molt 

4 generons, and ſpikited manner, appoint, and provide with ade- 
Auate power, perſons of true > Patriptiſm, and Waere ſpirit, 


ſo the] 
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Tin Methods 0 hk” ws 1 ee mi be 
Mtn: and regulations For their election, contlutt; and fup port, 
ve provided ini che Tolle of the Laws of the Stde. 
emen n 10. 599 21106 

| On this ſubject may be conſulted che rules and th of the 
- Eonftitutional 'Society, Head "Third; Page 1. 1 reſpect of Off- 
ders; Head Fourth, F. 4 in reſpect of the Secretary's duty; 
, Head: "Twelfth, Page 2, in reſpet of the dettion of Offcers; 
Nineteenth” Head, 7. 3. in i telpett of Officers. TOON ae | "Oy 
E RAE] j 4 A eie 30 
Tp karte in the rules 411 orders of the Society” of "Arts, 2668 
 eftabliſhed in the Adelphi, rey be confütted, 'Seftion' 11, Tage b, 
in reſpect of the duties of Preſidents ati Chairtnen; Pages 9 ant 
10, in reſpect of the duties of the Secretary adi the Afiftant 
Secretary; Page 10, in reſpect of the Regiſter's duty; Page 11, 
in reſpect of the Collectors duty ; Tage „ in e . A, chufing 
Officers, Fj. ieee MIFFLIN WAL TEA 
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Mp That projicr a0 Katt be eliibiiſhedi for dhe Uefiion 

* of members. On this head may 'be confulted, Page 19, E the 
rules and orders of the Society of Arts. Alſo may be iy 
| in the rüles and orders of the Conſtitutional Society, Head 14 and 
15, on the election and expulſion of ordinary member; farther, 


Head 170 on [og _— of Bo oro N 3 
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n W every Ra that, on his ben, affure "the 
Bociety of his invariable obſervance of the views of the Sbei 

_ while he continues a member of it, and of his hofowräble inten- 

tions and conduct, at all times, in reſpect to it. See on this ſub- 

| joe Head 12, Page 23, 85 Dr. e Univerſal Society. 

2 | XII. That, 


9 ner, in the yodg'o of the 1 * the gh, chere Gia be 
provided. al the proper and. necellary x regulations i in ae to the 
different meetings. of, the, e 109.9 7 onus; e 
powers, &c. of its members. 
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On this 1 by FEL 8 and oplers 
| the ee e fe 4 7 2 1 4 


. ich, 8 1, in reſpect of its 
meetings allo Heads Sixth, f vegth, and Fi vighth, in. the ſecond = 
page; alſo Head Sixteenth of the fame, * Allo,, ir in the Tules and 
orders of the Society of Arts, may be conſulted, Page 14 and 18, 
odthe proceedings in the, Society; Page 12, on the meetings = 
the Hoeiety, general, extraordinary, and ordinary. Alco, 7 
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6 of. the ſame, on As _ Alto, "Page 27, c. to the en d, 
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Alte way be conſulted Toad, Seventh, and, Fight Page 18.8 of 
55 Edwards' Univerſal | Society. na ren 
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